
December 8, 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Mayor: 
 
I invite you as a leader of your community to join us in developing leaders for the future.  Students from 
your city attend Utah Valley University to obtain an education.  We believe an education is critical for 
individuals and our communities to continue to move forward in a beneficial way.  But education is only 
a part of what is needed to be successful in society.  We need citizens who not only learn information, 
but are able to apply it in solving issues that confront us in today’s world.   That is why I am asking you to 
join us in this effort in developing our citizens to have the knowledge and skills to provide solutions and 
leadership for our communities.   
 
As a university and community, we need to be better connected  and engaged with our citizens.  
Typically we send students to school for a period of time.  They leave their homes/community and join 
the university community.  They develop their knowledge base theoretically, but often miss or lack the 
application of their education until they finish their degree and return to their community.  It would be 
ideal for students to blend their theoretical education that they receive from the university with a 
practical education (on-the-job training) which comes from businesses in our community. 
 
We need current leaders in your community to partner with us in three ways: 
 

 Serve on Advisory Boards – We need community/business leaders who would volunteer to serve 
with us on advisory boards at UVU and help promote leadership. 

 Mentor students – We would like you to identify people in your community who would be 
willing to mentor our students as they develop leadership skills. 

 Provide internships – Many businesses and groups in your community could benefit from 
students who could work for them as a paid or non-paid intern.  Students would, of course, 
benefit greatly from this as well. 
 

I believe having citizens from our community involved with advisory boards, mentoring, and an 
internship program will greatly benefit both the university and the community and will ultimately 
develop successful leaders for the future. 
 
I would ask you to recommend individuals who might consider serving.  You can contact me at 
acerson@rocketmail.com or by calling 801-404-8588. Thank you in advance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeff Acerson 
Former Mayor of Lindon 
Adjunct Professor at Utah Valley University 
Recently elected City Councilmember of Lindon 
Advisory Board for the Center for Leadership, Utah Valley University 
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